i & Wig F
%!h} !g.»i‘h\ LT SO URE S Y

- Engaging with Literature:

Contemporary Readings

‘g\ ;u.. o \ ey V
RS ol Sl VTR

3y iyt
b= 2




Lo

Contents:

Pretace @
From the Fditor’s Desk

Cross Cultural Imprints in Modern Asg

7 f amese
Theatre and the Question of Continuiny
Pona Mahanta

Bhabendranath Saiha’s KNolahal: A Note on
Adaptation

Manab Medhi

Another Kind of Interactiv ity Dialogism and Frhics
in Paul Celan’s "Death Fugue™

Bibhash Choudhury

The Concept of Story in the Contemporan Fiction
and Wniter Reader

Birinchi Kumar Das

Acknowledging the Other: An Interdisciplinan
Reading of Kamila Shamsie’s Aarrography

Sumi Bora

Cartographic Representation in South Asian
Novels: A Study of Kamila Shamsies
; _ v Y]
Kurrography and Michael Ondaatje’s Al s Ghost
Sukanya Kashyap

Shauna Singh Baldwin's Whar the Body
Remembers: A Minoritarian Narrative

Madhulika Singh

5-91

~

e

-

St

e

10.

11

I x R NG Y ' R o .. SN oo S N R SRS

Social Discontent in Mulk Raj Anand’s Fiction: The
Relevance of Reading Anand in the 21 Century

Prasenjit Das
Pranjyoti Deka

Myths and Cultural Legitimation: A Reading of
Shashi Deshpande’s A Matter of Time

Merry Baruah Bora
Liza Das

Contesting Ideologies: Reading Anne Enright’s The
Forgotten Waliz

Chayanika Roy

The Sexual, the Surreal and the Metaphysical in
Murakami Haruki's Kafka on the Shore

Stuti Goswami

. *“Must Balance Life Too™: Understanding Yin Yung

Philosophy in Amy Tan’s The Hundred Secrer
Senses

Arfan Hussain

. “John of the Mountains’: Enlightening Experiences

and Ecophilosophical Reflections in Muir's My
First Summer in the Sicerra

Pallavi Gogoi

. Drama of Disillusionment: A Reading of Kiran

Nagarkar's Play Bedtime Story

Labiba Alam

. Anti-representation in Metatheatre: A Study of

Edward Albee’s Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf?

Antara Choudhury

107-123

125-141

143-154

173-188

189-200

201-218

218-239



Ve,

U

P,

Acknowledging the Other: An lnterdisciplinary
Reading of Kamila Shamsie’s Kartography

Sumi Bora*

Abstract:

In this paper, I will attempt to make an interdisciplinary reading
of Kamila Shamsie’s novel Kartography (2002) with special
reference to the Other. It should be kept in mind that the Other
in the context of my paper are the Bengalis and the immigrants
(popularly termed Muhajirs) in Pakistan. At the outset, | will
briefly discuss the primary operative parameters— (a)
Interdisciplinary perspective (b) Understanding the Other— which
will underscore the present study. After that, I will offer a brief
view regarding the relationship between Karim and Raheen, the
protagonists of the novel as it is the basis through which the
Other comes to the fore and impinges their course of life. Next,
['will divide my paper into two sections to understand the Other
in its specific context— (1) Othering the Bengalis and the Liberation
War (ii) Muhajirs, the Other. In the first section, I will briefly
discuss the Bangladesh Liberation War from the historical
narratives, its representation in the novel and the treatment of the
Bengalis as the Other. The condition of the Muhajirs as found in
historical narratives, their representation in the novel and their
treatment as the Other, will form the second section. I will finally
SUM up my paper by pointing out, how a conglomeration of
historiography and literary text can mutually benefit each other

by charting new areas to understand a text.

Key Words: Other, Muhajirs, Identity Politics, Bangladesh
Liberation War, Historiography
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