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Socio-Politico and Economic Status of Fishermen in Assam: if”
A Case Study of Borchola Development Block, Sonitpur ;
Q Dr. Manoranjan Baruah ‘ an
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Abstract: Social status of fishermen refers to the present condition or o
position in respect of social, economic and political aspects, where social o
change requires modification and replacement in any aspect of society over a ci
period of time. In this study effort has been made to investigate and analyze
the status as well as participation of fishermen in socio-economic and political PP
fields. In the concerned study area, the status of fishermen is not satisfactory
because of illiteracy, poverty, high morbidity and mortality etc. In the study .
area, 24% fishermen engage in business and 4% in service, receiving good l_n‘(
remuneration. On the other hand, a sizeable section suffering from social, do
political and economic inequalities and discrimination. So, it is need of the .
hour to create an environment through positives economic and social policies Sai
Jor actual development of fishermen to enable them to realize their JSull . i,
potentialities. They should be given proper knowledge about Jamily planning 32
various govt. welfare schemes. Domestic violence, Human Rights and anc
Jundamental freedom etc. Information on socio-economic framework of the ;' lift
Jish farmer community forms a benchmark for policy formulation to develop % Fig
this economically backward sector. . Ve
Key words: Social-status, Morbidity, mortality Human-rights. ; eve
. | pol

Introduction:

A sizeable portion the rural population in Assam, belongs to the fishermen community. TR
known variously as Dheevar. Machua, Kabar, Koch, Kewat, Malo, Mali, Namasudra, Jalo. N
Jalwah, Kaivarta, Been, etc. They enjoy the backward class status. Culturally the community is A -
exceedingly superstitious owing to a very poor literacy rate (Sharma et al., 1999). Within the . ,SS‘
tribal societies of Assam, there’s no definite fishermen caste intrinsically, where almost all fjlff
members of the family, from child to old man, go fishing, particularly on specific occasions. In thzj

Assam, the biggest fishing community is that the Kaivartas. Though Kaivartas are professional
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